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ANNUAL REPORT 


OP THE 
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t 


FOR THE YEAR 1867. 


WHEELING: 


JOHN FREW, PUBLIC PRINTER. 


1868, 


For West VIRGINIA, 
Parkersburg, January 13, 1868. 
His Excellency A. I. BOREMAN, ` 

- Governor of West Virginia : 

DEAR Sir: Herewith enclosed you will please find my Fourth 
Annual. Report, the delay and technical shortcomings of which you 
will kindly excuse, upon the ground of great weakness of my eyesight, 
which does not admit of more than one hour's writing, without a rest 
of the same length of time. | 

The documents referred to in my report, are not intended to be 
printed, and .as they are somewhat bulky, will reach you through the 
hands of the Hon. J. B. Blair, who “goes to your city at the end of this 
week. l 


OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF ana, | 


I Remain, Dear Sir, ` 
Most Truly and Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
l J. F Diss DEBAR. 
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REPORT. 


To His Excellency, A. I. Borneman, 
Governor of West Virginia: 

In compliance with an act of the Legislature, passed March 2, 
1864, for the encouragement of immigration to this State, I have the 
honor to submit my Fourth Annual Report. 

Although the last Legislature failed to make an appropriation for the 
necessary expenditures of my office, I have continued to provide for the 
same out of my private means, and to discharge my official duties with- 
out interruption. In this I was actuated by the consciousness that our 
young State could not afford to lose the fruits of three years previous 
` efforts and expenditures, and that conscientious and persevering labors 
like those I devoted to the public interest, must soon be appreciated by 
their tangible results. 

In my last Annual Report, I pointed out the obstacles we had to en- 
counter at the port of New York, where two-thirds of the emigrants 
destined to West Virginia and Maryland, were diverted from their 
‘original purpose by the craft and misrepresentations of competing 
‘agencies. As these frauds were practiced within the walls of Castle 
Garden, a New York State institution for the special protection of emi- 
grants, I remonstrated with the authorities there on every fresh occasion 
of complaint, and repeated my application for the admittance of my 
agent to the landing room of the building. All that was granted me, 
however, was the posting in the landing room of my printed directions 
for emigrants bound for West Virginia. At last, complaints similar to 
my own reached the New York Emigrant Commission, from so many 
different sources, that the obnoxious parties were summarily ejected 
from Castle Garden, and since then the emigrants announced by my 
correspondents have more regularly, though not uniformly, come to 
hand. 

I understand that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company’s line of 
Bremert steamers, in contemplation at the date of my‘last Annual Re- 
port, will be inaugurated early next spring. This long wished for 
event will effectually save our West Virginia emigration from the snares 
of New York operators, and enable us to protect our interests at the 
port of landing at a comparatively small expense. To this effect, I 
have already secured the co-operation of the German Aid Society at 
the port of Baltimore, to whose agent I am indebted for many previous 
favors, 
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The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company are doing all in their power 
to facilitate the transit of our emigrants over their road, and have re- 
duced the emigrant fare to West Virginia nearly to one-half of the 
usual rate, in order to compete as much as possible with the Pennsyl- 
vania route to the Ohio River; over which so many emigrants originally 
bound for our State, have been led astray. 

The number of immigrants induced to West Virginia through my 
agency, since lst January, 1867, and reported to me in person, is 248, 
men, women and children; consisting of 28 families and 102 single 
people, the latter principally men in the prime of life. In addition to 
these, a number of families have settled in Lewis, Kanawha, and 
probably Wetzel county, and many single men are temporarily en- 
gaged in our principal towns and working on our railroads, who, 
although not reported to me by name on their arrival in this country, 
are frequently applying by letter for directions in procuring land or 
employment. 

The greater part of these immigrants came from Austria, Southern 
Germany and Switzerland, and were farmers, stock-breeders and dairy- 
men. The mechanics among them are principally carpenters, masons, 
stone cutters, smiths, wagon makers, and manufacturers of wooden 
ware generally, a few only being common laborers. Nearly all of these 
people brought with them certificates of respectable standing and pro- 
fessional skill at home, which renders them doubly valuable to us, 
because their reports to their friends in the mother country will receive 
credit, and attract a large number of followers in course of time. They 
all cheerfully report that they have found my representations of the 
country strictly reliable, and my solicitude for their welfare here all 
they could wish, and more than they could reasonably expect. 

Owing to the general depression of business during the past year, I 
have found it no inconsiderable task at times to procure employment to 
mechanics and laborers who called for my services; but, fortunately, 
none of them remained unprovided for, and their employers uniformly 
testify to their skill, industry and correct deportment. 

So far as I could ascertain, the amount of capital brought into the 
State averages about $700 per family. Some of these have purchased 
woodland and improved farms; others have temporarily rented land, 
until they can find favorable opportunities for definite purchasé. 

In general, the first impression of West Virginia upon the emigrant 
is not favorable. “The roughness of the surface, bad and scanty roads, 
and the evident want of enterprise in farming and industrial pursuits, 
appear to exert a depressing influence, which is only gradually overcome 
upon closer- acquaintance with the compensating advantages of a fruit- 
ful soil and a salubrious climate. After some time, the immigrant learns 
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to measure his prospects, not by what he found others doing here, but - 
by what his imported habits of industry and economy may achieve for 
him. He then takes courage and works ahead. 

Until our State is more extensively improved, especially in point of 
roads and markets, we cannot attract many of the wealthier class of 
settlers either from neighboring States or from Europe, who can buy 
land and farm it much more profitably in the Western States. My 
correspondence and personal intercourse with people from neighboring 
States has been unusually extensive since I removed my office to this 
place, and upwards of thirty excursion parties, some of them numbering 
as many as eight persons, have upon my inducements visited various 
sections of the State, but only a few of them have so far concluded to 
settle here. Our wild lands are cheap, it is true, but their abundance 
and inaccessibility will leave them almost worthless yet for many years . 
to come, while improvements and good timber-lands near market or 
transportation are held at prices already too high for profitable invest- 
‘ment beyond a contingency. People in comfortable circumstances from 
distant and, highly cultivated sections, expect extraordinary induce- 
ments here to forsake advantages and comforts which ,they;may not 
again find in our slowly progressing State during a lifetime. 

It follows that it is principally through the immigrant class of mod- 
erate means, frugal habits, and accustomed to the severest toil, that the 
wilderness of West Virginia can be brought to a state of productive- 
ness which will stop the importation of bread, meat, butter, and even 
fruit, from adjoining States, and induce manufacturing and railroad 
enterprise among us. This class being seldom able to purchase more 
than one hundred acres of land per family, it will require a large 
number to effect a noticeable difference in the appearance and produc- 
tion of the country, and no reasonable sacrifice within the means of the 
State should be spared to introduce them with all possible speed, and 
to make up for much precious time already lost. 

From my. official experience of the last four years, I have no change 
whatever to make in the mode of recruiting immigration adopted by 
myself and my assistants. It is the most respectable and efficient that 
could be devised with the inadequate means at ourcommand. But, for 
reasons of necessary economy, I have during the-past year confined my 
efforts to those sections of Europe whose soil and climate are most sim- 
ilar to our own, and whose people, upon coming here, are the least 
exposed to be disappointed. 

When I submitted the necessities of my office to the last Legislature, 
several members asked me how many immigrants I could procure for a 
specified amount, thereby evincing a regretable unfamiliarity with the 
merits and difficulties of my official task. European emigrants, espect- 
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ally of the elass best adapted to our State, are not like coolies or 
negroes, awaiting a demand at so much per head in an open market. 
Nor do they, however much oppressed by political misrule or the cares 
of subsistence, look upon emigration in itself as a sovereign remedy for 
all their grievances. Before leaving the land of their birth, and their 
endearing social and family rélations, a majority of them carefully 
ezamine whether they will not be likely to fare worse in the new coun- 
try than in the old, and what particular State or section presents the 
most inviting prospect for themselves and their children, as it is for 
the benefit of the latter that emigration is chiefly undertaken by peo- 
ple who have passed the prime of life, In the consideraton of these 
questions they are effectively assisted by Guide-books published at home, , 
` and by the pamphlets distributed by the transportation, land and 
recruiting agents of twenty States of the Union, whose posters meet 
their eyes at every.station between their home and the post of embarca- 
tion. To peruse all these documents, compare them with each other 
and with the letters from friends who have preceded them ‘here; is fre- 
quently the work of several years; and when the place of ultimate 
destination is at last decided upon, it still requires another lapse of 
time for the intended emigrant to sell out and collect, and get ready for 
the grand trip, the most momentous step, perhaps, of his life. ` 

No wonder then that he moves slowly and cautiously on the way, and 
as he collects information in regard to our strange and distant land, he 
sometimes modifies his primitive resolve as to final destination. Once 
landed on this side, most generally at New York, where he may think 
his perplexities at an end, he finds himself more undecided than ever; 
for here the relentless competition for his possession culminates in a 
final and desperate struggle between the most persuasive and unscrupu- 
lous knaves in the country, representing the various enterprises inter- 
ested in immigration. Here it was, last year especially, that emigrants 
destined to West Virginia, were diverted-by the most insidious plans 
and misrepresentations towards the Western States; and, many who, 
after being told that our State could not be reached by way of Balti- 
more, had consented to come here via Pittsburg, succumbed to another 
attack from western emigrant runners at the latter place. I have in 
all my reports insisted upon meeting the New York opposition with an 
agency of our own, but no appropriation was made for that purpose, 
and.I could not propose to any one there to perform such disagreeable 
services free of charge. AllI could do in the premises, was to address 
sealed directions for expected emigrants to the authorities at Castle 
Garden, which directions were frequently delivered too late to meet 
their purpose, and sometimes not at all. 
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From what precedes, the persons who raised the question of the “cost 
of -emigrants per head,” may be able to answer it for themselves. 

Other members of the two last .Legislatures, acknowledging their 
want of information on the subject, have expressed a desire to know 
what other States were doing in the matter. In order to anticipate this 
inquiry at the next session, I have requested and received information 
from the Governors of ten States, in substance as follows : 

Missouri has a Board of Immigration, composed of the Governor, 
Secretary of State, and three other persons appointed by the Governor. 
Annual appropriation of $2,000 for printing and distributing documents 
in Europe; private subscriptions also received for that purpose; 90,000 
documents distributed up to date. 

Kansas has a Bureau of Immigration, consisting of the Governor and 
two other members; appropriated $2,500 for an agent in Europe last 
year, and will use math larger. means for that purpose this year. 

Wisconsin, from 1853 to 1855, employed a Commissioner of Immigra- 
‘tion and two agents in New York, at an annual expense of about 
$10,000. This agency was eminently successful. Since then only 
$2,000 are appropriated annually for descriptions of the State, to be 
distributed through the adopted citizens to their friends in Europe. 
The Governor regards this means as inadequate, and will recommend 
the plan pursued in Minnesota, Spent $1,672 84 for representation at 
the Paris Exposition. 

Minnesota has a Bureau of Immigration, composed of the Governor, 
Secretary of State and a Commissioner. Annual appropriation, $10,000. 
Salary of Commissioner, $1,500 per annum. 

Illinois has no Board of Immigration, but appropriated $7,000 for 
representation in Europe in 1867. N 

Nebraska, organized only a short time, has a Board of Immigration, 
who receives per diem and mileage for services rendered. 

Maryland has a Commissioner of Immigration, at $2,000 per annum, 
with a clerk at $1,000, and an Agent at $2,000 per annum. Besides 
this, the Commissioner has a contingent fund at his command, and the 
expenses of the agent are paid by the State. 

Alabama appropriated $1,500 for representation in Europe last year. 

South Carolina. No reply was received from the Executive of this 
State, but I know from other public sources, that a Commissioner was 
sent to Europe, who sent a ship load of immigrants to Charleston, in 
November last. _ 

Tennessee. A State immigration society is organized here, and oper- 
ating on a large scale. 

Virginia hasa Board of Immigration and several private organizations 
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who have introduced immigrants into the valley and mountain counties 
of the States, many of whom thought they were coming to West Virginia, 
Appeals to emigrants, published in.Swiss papers having represented the 
vicinity of Lynchburg as being in our State, Ï pagay exposed the 
fraud which has not been repeated since. 

In addition to the official agencies of the States of Missouri and Kan- 
sas and Illinois, the railroad companies in those States enjoy large 
donations of public lands and are annually spending enormous sums for 
agencies and advertisements abroad. 

The Union Pacific Railroad has also entered the competition with a 
formidable array of inducements, and is sparing no means to undermine 
other immigration agencies. As an instance I may state, that a gentle- 
man connected with that enterprise has proposed to me on very accept- 
able terms to throw the weight of my efforts and influence in Europe in 
favor of the company's lands in the west. I have no doubt that similar 
offers will be made to other agents likely to meet with a success 
abroad. 

The above information, besides showing the value placed upon immi- 
gration by other States and corporations, gives the measure of the 
competition we have to encounter. Nor is this all, Canada, Mexico, 
Central America, are supporting agencies in Europe, and even Brazil 
and the adjoming Republics though frequently bafled and exposed as 
unfavorable fields for German immigration, are renewing their efforts 
and establishing consulates at Antwerp and elsewhere, for the special 
purpose of recruiting emigrants. A few days ago I read also that the 
whole foreign press of our free States is to be enlisted this year for the 
promotion of emigration to the south. 

Not the least remarkablé objection privately made against my office 
by members of the last Legislature, is that so long as it is in operation, 
the chances of selling land to strangers are confined to few individuals. 
It being among my principal duties to direct the immigrant to seèk 
cheap and accessible lands as are best adapted to his means and wants, 
there is of course the same force in this objection, as in the one made 
against a geological survey of the State, recommended by your Excel- 
lency. Such a survey, it was claimed, would determine which of our 
lands contained minerals and which did not, and consequently the 
owners of the latter would not be able to sell them at mineral prices. 

It must not be forgotten that one half of the prejudice still prevailing 
against our State originated in the deficiency of our lands titles, at a 
time when the immigrant had no protection here whatever, and fre- 
quently had to buy his homestead three times over. 

In order to throw light upon some of the motives underlying the op- 
position to immigration in the last two Legislatures, I may be permitted 


‘11 


to state that I was questioned by several members as to the religion, 
politics, favorite beverage, &c., of immigrants introduced by me. While 
such questions should not have been asked in a free country under the 
circumstances, and I cannot assume any responsibility upon these points; 
yet I am free to state-that foreigners of the class referred to generally 
fall in with the party they find in power when they come here, and 
that, apart from this, their sympathy, like that of other humans is 
measurably determined by just and kind treatment, free from discrim- 
inating prejudice. In religion, three-fourths of them are protestants, 
of what particular denomination I never inquired. Their habits of 
temperance and frugality may best be known from the fact that these 
people generally make two blades of grass grow where but one grew 
before. $ F l í 

The opinion also represented in the last Legislature that in a State 
numbering over thirteen inhabitants to the square mile, immigration 
would make land dear and scarce, reduce the wild range for stock and 
other backwoods country privileges, must have been based upon the as- 
sumption that the destiny of the new State was accomplished by the 
distribution of public offices and buildings. This objection cannot there- 
fore be seriously noticed in a document likely to be read abroad.  " 

A few months ago Ï had occasion to inform your Excellency that Mr, 
C. Cautensehlager, our principal Agent in Germany and a public officer 
there, had with other influential persons, formed a plan for colonization 
in West Virginia on a large scale, which cannot fail of rapid success, if 
on our part the means are furnished to give the enterprise publicity in 
Europe. “The statutes of this organization, which I submitted to your 
approbation, have since been adopted with some necessary modifications 
by the surpervising committee`in Germany, and will govern the pro- 
jected colonies both from the latter country an'd from Switzerland. The 
object òf the movers of this scheme who claim no personal interest what- 
ever, is simply to secure to their emigrating countrymen the greatest 
possible-amount of advantages and protection here. 

In addition to the above scheme, several colonies are contemplated 
. by private associations, whose exploring committees I accompanied to 
several of our interior counties last season. i 

An emissary of the Emigration Union of Switzerland is on his way 
here now, to visit several States, West Virginia among the rest, with a 
view of securiug locations for large colonies of his countrymen. “This 
gentleman comes to our State upon my special invitaton, and his report 
on what he will see here, if favorable, will be high authority in the 
mother country ; and greatly facilitate my future labors. 

“The State Immigration and Improvement Company, mentioned in my 
last annual report as expected to supersede the necessity of State ap- 
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propriations hereafter, has not yet effected a final organization. This 
` step was postponed on account of the general financial depression now 
prevailing, and also because it was feared that the action of the last 
Legislature on the question of immigration would materially retard my 
success abroad. Very fortunately our competitors did not make as 
much capital out of our “suicidal policy ” as was expected. 

Although the Legislature failed also to make an appropriation for the 
exhibition of West Virginia products at the Paris Exposition, I was not 
at liberty, as appears by my last annual report, to withdraw our speci- 
mens then on the way to Europe. The mineral interest of this vicinity 
had hoped to raise $500 for that purpose, but only subscribed and paid 
in $240, which did not quite cover expenses of collecting, classing, 
. labelling, packing, shipping the specimens, and the printing of indis- 
pensable descriptions. The expenses incurred at Paris, and advanced 
by Mr. G. Sealia, my agent, there, as per his letter and account marked 
A, and herewith submitted, amounted to 725 05 francs, in gold, %r about 
$180 00 in our currency. This sum only covers his actual expenses and 
leaves nothing for his compensation. His services will be more readily 
appreciated, when I state that through the bungling and universally 
criticised management of the United States Commissioner General, Mr 
Beckwith, the admission of our products was deferred until too late for 
examination by the jury in proper order. Notwithstanding this and 
some other technical difficulties, our State products were favorably no- 
ticed, and awarded the distinction of a Bronze medal as may be seen on 
page 91, Official catalogue of rewarded Exhibitors marked B, and here- 
with submitted. I also add, marked C, a catalogue of all the minerals 
exhibited by the United States, in which the mineral specimens from 
our State are mentioned, pages 65, 84, 85, 87 and 90. A complete 
description of the products exhibited by me I had the honor to submit 
to you during the last legislative session. 

At the close of the Exposition, our specimens were presented by Mr. 
Sealla to the museum of the “imperil Rebel of Arts-and Trades,” 
(Kole des Arts et Metiers,) a celebrated polytechnic institute in France, 
where they will be carefully preserved and conspicuously exhibited, 
and can always be referred to by me, as occasion may require. 

I believe that the exhibition of our principal products, on this great 
and unprecedented occasion, has had the effect of drawing much atten- 
tion to our young and comparatively unknown State, and that results 
already observable, promise important and substantial benefits in the 
future. 

I therefore respectfully ask that an appropriation be made to re- 
imburse our agent, Mr. Sealia, for his expenses, and to reward his 
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services with such an amount as the Legislature may deem just, and 
that the same be remitted to him through the Department of State at 
Washington. 

I also submit the dosounl and pouches of my official expenditures 
for the year 1867, amounting to $663 40, for which I am in advance, 
with the State, as well as for the sum of $464 78 expended over and 
above my appropriation for the year 1866, as per account rendered 
with my last Annual Report. 

It will be remembered that, at the last session of the Legislature, the 
Senate filled the blank in the general appropriation bill for my official 
expenses, with $3,000, which was opposed by a majority of the House 
of Delegates, insisted upon by the Senate, and again rejected by the 
other house, until it was referred to a Committee of Conference during 
the last hours of the session. This committee, without examining my 
accounts or stating its reasons, rejected the appropriation, leaving my 
just claims unpaid, and no funds in my hands for the further perform- 
ance of my duties. I here beg leave to protest against a treatment so 
unjust and unceremonious towards an officer appointed under the law, 
against whom no charges whatever were preferred, and who had faith- 
fully and gratuitously discharged duties requiring more than one-half 
of his time, and a large amount of tedious and intricate labor, which, it 
was generally admitted from his connexions abroad and special fitness 
and experience, could not be performed but by few persons in the State. 

I confess that the inappreciative treatment complained of, has greatly 
diminished my satisfaction in serving the State without compensation, 
as I have done for nearly four years. At the time I received my official 
appointment, the political fate of our State was still uncertain, and the 
public Treasury confined to the strictest economy. I waived all claims- 
to compensation under promises that,’as our circumstances and pros- 
pects improved, my efforts to attract immigration would be vigorously 
sustained, if not rewarded. I have in good faith performed all the 
requirements of the law creating my office, and during the last year, 
since the exhaustion of my supply of printed matter for circulation, 
my correspondence and other labors, requiring frequent trips from 
home, have been unusually absorbing, and I cannot, in justice to myself 
and family, donate my services to the State for the past year, as I have 
done for three preceding years, Since, upon the suggestion of your 
Excellency, Í have removed my residence to a place more accessible to 
correspondence and travel than my former home, my usefulness has 
notably increased; but, at the same time, I have incurred much greater 
expenses, many of which, though induced by the various duties of my 
position, I canriot well charge to my official account. I hope, therefore, 
that my application für an adequate salary for the year 1867, will meet 
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with due consideration at the hands of the Legislature, and be granted 
without unnecessary delay. It will be remembered, that during the 
four years of my incumbency, I have received from the State only 
$1,300 in currency, or less than $1,000 in gold, for my official expenses, 
„Out of this, but a small amount was paid as compensation to my 
"assistants abroad, and if a salary is accorded me for the past year, I 
shall feel compelled to use a portion of it towards the partial remuner- 
ation of their services, which have already been too long rendered 
under vain expectations. 

I omitted to state at the proper place i in this report, that members of 
previous Legislatures expressed the opinion that, if my office is of any 
service to the State, it ought to be Pe ASTANE to me in connection 
with an agency for the sale of land. I regret to say, in reply, that my 
experience so far has been quite to the contrary, and that since I hold 
this official position, my facilities for selling land on commission were 
less than ever before, and yielded me nothing worth mentioning. From 
the character of my office, I am expected to leave the foreign immigrant 
his free choice as to locality, and to exert no influence whatever that 
might call in question my disinterestedness. The least suspicion of 
speculation on my part permitted to go abroad, would weaken the 
authority and confidence which should attach to an office like this. 
When the emigrant first lands here, the rapidity of his transfer through 
.unwonted scenes, to a land of strange people, customs and language, 
generally so confuses his mind as to render him for a time incompetent 
for ordinary business transactions. Itis here that the functions of my 
office are frequently most arduous and delicate, for I am in honor and 
duty bound to counsel the stranger to the best of his interest, at a mo- 
ment when he is least able to judge for himself, and has to take my 
word for much that does not immediately strike his conviction., It 
follows that my dealings with him must be frank and straight-forward, 
and open to serutiny from any quarter, and at all times. No other 
course of action can permanently succeed. . "` 

As for the emigrant from other States of the Union, who speaks the 
language and is at home everywhere, he generally applies to me for the 
maps and other information he needs, and then explores the country for 
himself, carefully avoiding, if possible, purchasing any property subject 
to an agent's commission, in which manoeuvre he is ingeniously seconded 
by the land-owner himself. Up to date, I have not received one dollar 
from this class of strangers, although I have answered, verbally or by 
correspondence, nearly six hundred applications from that source, 

If the present Legislature sees fit to devote to the question of immi- 
gration the attention it deserves, I beg leave to suggest some modifica- 
tions to the act governing the subject. I believe that the people, as 
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well as the Legislature, would be better satisfied to have the matter 
controlled by a Board of Immigration, composed as, for instance, in 
Minnesota, and. empowered to. decide upon necessary measures and 
expenses. I would next propose that the appropriation be sufficient to 
provide for a voyage of the Commissioner to Germany and Switzerland, 
early next summer, in order to make such arrangements as will per- 
manently facilitate recruiting, and reduce expenses forever hereafter. 

- This feature of the plan is unanimously recommended by all late immi- 
grants, upon the ground that, no matter how accurate printed’ descrip- 
tions of the State may be, they still raise in the mind of the reader a 
thousand questions of detail, upon which the intended emigrant wants 
information before coming to a conclusion, and which ought to be ex- 
plained verbally to influential persons at the various sources of emigra- 
tion. An officer appointed by the Executive, under an act of the 
Legislature, would constitute the highest authority on the subject of 
my mission, and readily secure the confidence-of public officers there, 
who, upon satisfactory personal acquaintance, would heartily co-operate 
hereafter, and enable us to dispense with minor local agents, who are 
frequently unreliable and open to the highest bidder. 

In my last Annual Report I begged the favor of being called before a 
Joint Committee of the Legislature on Immigration, in order to give any 
further explanation that may be desired. Although I attended the 
session during several days for that purpose, my request was not com- 
plied with. I therefore take the liberty to repeat it here, as a matter 
of simple justice to an important public interest, as well as to myself 
as a public officer. 

Accompanying this Report, I beg leave to submit Document D, con- 
taining a list of immigrants whom I regard as permanently acquired 
since January, 1867. 

Document E is a letter from M. O. Lautenschlager, our principal 
agent in Germany, rendering his account and showing the urgency of 
pecuniary assistance to his efforts. 

Documents F and G are letters from other correspondents, showing 
~ the nature of the opposition and detraction to be encountered from 
‘competing agencies, all of which I shall take pleasure in translating, if 
desired by yourself or a Committee of the Legislature. . 

I am also prepared to show nearly all the numbers of European jour- 
nals containing editorials, correspondence and advertisements pub- 
lished by myself and agents during the last four years. 

I have the honor to remain, 
Most Respectfully, 
Your Excellency’s Obedient Servant, 
l J. H. Diss DEBAR. 


